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        PREP – YEAR 6 BULLETIN 
 

               August 28th, 2009 
August   

Saturday 29
th

  9.30am Working Bee 

Monday 31
st
  7.30pm Parent Music Committee 

 
September 

  

Thursday 3
rd

 9.00am College Tour 
Grade 5/6 Hoop Time 

Wednesday 9
th

 6.15pm College Council 

Tuesday 15
th

   Athletics - Track Events 

Wednesday 16
th

   Prep ï Year 10 Parent/Teacher Interviews 
OSHC to be offered 

Thursday 17
th

   Athletics - Field Events 

Friday 18
th

  2.30pm Term 3 ends 
 

  

Pupil of the Week Ending 14th August 

Jasmine L P1 Clinton B P3 Eric D P5 Zac M P7 

Aldwin P P1 Tori F P3 Agnet K P5 Jason T P7 

Milan M P2 Jessica M P4 Greta B P6 Alannah M P8 

Tegan LM P2 Stephanie N P4 Ryan F P6 Rebecca J P8 

 
Pupil of the Week Ending 28th August 

Hugh P P1 David H P3 Daniella S P5 Laura M P7 

Monique S P1 Ella R P3 Tarkin H P5 Sen W P7 

Aeishveyn S P2 Verity P P4 Jasmine K P6 Elena N P8 

Makayla H P2 Jack K P4 Struan McD P6 Benjamin J P8 

 
Assistant Principal’s Report 
Coonawarra 5/6Camp 
I am delighted to report back on a very successful Grade 5/6 camp to Coonawarra (near Bairnsdale) last week.  The camp 
is situated in a very scenic area around a small lake.  The accommodation, facilities and activities were of a very high 
standard, probably the best I have been to in all my years of attending camps.  It was a wonderful opportunity to interact 
with the students in a more informal and relaxed way.  Our students did us proud in the way they conducted themselves 
and their respect for the facilities.  I was very pleased to be given an excellent report from the camp leaders and owners.  
We were also very lucky to have enjoyed superb weather while we were there.  Some of the activities the students and 
teachers participated in include canoeing, raft making, archery, flying fox (I canôt believe I did it), high swing, hut building, 
night walk, film night, concert and disco. 
A very big thank you must go to the staff who organised and attended the camp and ensured that everything ran like 
clockwork.  Thank you to Anne Hillman, Fiona Ross, Irene Ognenovski and Ben Tardrew.  A very special thank you to 
parent Mark Durnford who took annual leave from his work to attend.  Mark did an excellent job in assisting the staff and 
the students and was great to have as part of the team.  I hope that the students retain happy memories of their camping 
experience long after they have left school.  These special times are an important part of their schooling experience.  I have 
rebooked the camp for 2 years time so the current 3/4s can look forward to going. 
 
Tournament of the Minds 
Straight after camp on Sunday 23

rd
 August our Tournament of the Minds Team (9 Minute Wonders) presented their long 

term language literature problem at La Trobe University.  The team comprising Bethany, Laura, Austin, James, Laoise, 
Tessa and Rebecca did an excellent job and were complimented by the judges on their costumes and their team work.  Our 
team had less time than others to be ready due to the camp.  The students found the spontaneous problem challenging.  
Our team enjoyed working together and it was great to see them develop problem solving skills, team work and co-
operation, presentation skills and creativity. 
I was very proud of our students and enjoyed their performance very much.  Thank you also to Mrs Hillman and Mrs Ross 
for their organisation of the team and giving up lunch times so that the team could practise and prepare and for giving up 
some of their Sunday morning after camp to come and support the students. 
Thank you also to the families for bringing the students to La Trobe and to Jackie and Peter for picking up and transporting 
the props. 
 
Fatherôs Day Breakfast 
I am looking forward to seeing as many dads/granddads at the Fatherôs Day breakfast on Friday 4

th
 September.  If you 

havenôt returned your reply please do so by Monday (money in a named envelope will be fine).  We would love to see as 
many of you as possible to celebrate this special day.  There will be childrenôs art work for you to view and purchase if you 
wish to as well as the raffle.  Thanks to the Valentino family for their generous donation of goodies which will be used at the 
breakfast. Thanks also to Karen Egan, Cathie Clarke and PaFM for their organisation of this special event.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
Canteen 
Menus from the canteen have been sent home with the students this week.  These are a great size for the fridge. 

 
Swimming 
Swimming notices for Years 2 ï 4 have also been sent home this week.  Deposits need to be returned by Monday 7

th
 

September.  We would like as many students as possible to be involved in this important co-curricular activity. 
 
Hoop Time 
The Grade 3/4 students participated in the Hoop Time program yesterday.  All terms performed well. 
Thanks to Julia Zarucky for attending with the 3/4s. 
The Grade 5/6 Hoop Time program is next week.  We wish our teams luck in their competition. 
 
Athletic Track & Field Days 
Also coming up are the Athletic Track & Field days in the last week of term.  Please see either myself or your childôs 
teacher if you can assist either on the 15

th
 or 17

th
 September. 

 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 
A reminder to families also that Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held in the last week of term (Wednesday 16

th
 

September).  Please mark this important date on tour calendars.  Notes for this should be going home next week. 
 
Georgina Convery 
Assistant Principal 

 
 

Tournament of the Minds 
For the last few weeks Bethany Prasad, Laura Marcon, Tessa Paulo, James Huang, Austin Brambilla, Laoise Paddon and 
Rebecca Adams have been working hard on our play, props, script and scenes to enter the Tournament of the Minds 
competition at La Trobe University.  Both teachers and students have given up most of their mornings and lunchtimes to 
prepare for this event.  Although we didnôt get to the next round we still enjoyed the experience.  The ó9 Minute Wondersô 
would like to thank Mrs Hillman, Mrs Convery, Mrs Ross and parents and friends for supporting us and watching us at the 
venue. 

 

  

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PaFM 
Fathers Day Breakfast 
The breakfast will be held on Friday 4th September, 2009 from 7.30 ï 9.00am in the primary school area. Please come 
along and enjoy time with the children, read a book and see their classrooms. The raffle will be drawn at approximately 
8.30am.  
There are some fabulous prizes including a BBQ pack, car care bucket, wine and chocolates and dinner vouchers plus 
more. Additional tickets are available for 50c each or 10 for $5.00 from Mrs Converyôs office and will be on sale at the 
breakfast.   
Thank you to the businesses that are supporting our childrenôs education.  
Watsonia RSL ï dinner vouchers 
Watsonia Ripe Fruit and Vegetables ï gift voucher 
Aussie Jacks Butchery ï gift voucher 
Thrifty ï Link Hardware Watsonia 
Hot Bread Bakery Macleod 
Please return your order forms for your bacon and egg or sausage and egg rolls by Monday 31st August, 2009 for catering 
purposes. 
A Rogues Gallery of the childrenôs laminated work will be on sale at the breakfast for a gold coin donation as a gift for 
Fathers Day.  
All funds raised will be used to buy sun sails for the primary play equipment area. 
Next Meeting 
The PaFM will be having a meeting in the Primary Staff room after the clean up on Friday 4 th September, 2009 and we 
would love to see some new faces. 

Karen Egan ï School Liaison 
 

Out of School Hours Care 
Hello OSHC Kids and Families.  With only 3 weeks left, Term III is fast drawing to a close.  We canôt quite believe how 
quickly this term has gone.  The children are really enjoying the activities we have for our Active After School Program.  
Shabba is an African dance and drum specialist and he has the children enthralled with his dancing, singing and drumming.  
We also have 2 coaches coming in to do multi-sport activities which the children love.  It helps to release all that energy 
they build up during the day.  The Active After School program continues to keep our students happy, active and 
participating in physical activity.  We look foward to our new activities next term. 
 
We have a Parent/Teacher Interview Day coming up and OSHC will be offering All Day Care on this day, Wednesday 16

th
 

September.  Bookings for this day are ESSENTIAL and must be made by Friday 11
th
 September.  We have included a form 

with this newsletter.  The program will only run if we have 15 children booked in and a cancellation fee will be charged for 
bookings cancelled without 24 hours notice.  Please feel free to ring us to make a booking or just hand in the form next time 
you are at OSHC. 
 
With the end of term approaching, it is also vital we remind you of two important things.  We require that all accounts be 
paid in full before the term ends.  Accounts are required to be paid in full on a FORTNIGHTLY basis and they can be paid 
directly to us by cash or cheque or at the office which also has credit card and EFTPOS facilities.  You can also pay over 
the telephone to the office if this is more convenient.  Term IV is also compulsory hat term so ALL children must have an 
appropriate hat with them at all times when attending OSHC.  Those who do not have hats WILL NOT be able to join in 
outside activities and be restricted to indoor activity only. 

Out of School Hours Care Coordinators 
 

Camp Coonwarra by Michelle and Bethany  
The bus trip was very long and we were very impatient to get to the campsite.  When we finally started our activities, we 
were very happy and thrilled.  Our first activity was hut building.  We had to get all the logs of wood and rest on the stand.  
We used bark to make the hut waterproof.  Later, once weôd finished building, Aaron, one of our camp supervisors, tested 
the hut with a bucket of water to see if it was waterproof.  We also cooked damper on the fire.  We did some other activities 
like the flying fox, giant swing, archery, the ropes course, canoeing, raft making, team rescue, initiatives and orienteering.  
The giant swing went 18m high and was very scary for some people, but safe.  The flying fox went over the lake and it was 
a great view.  The canoeing required teamwork with your partner.  When we were packing our things to go home, we had 
double emotions of wanting to go home and staying there at Camp Coonawarra.  We enjoyed ourselves a lot and hoped to  
return in the future. 

 
Camp Coonawarra by Chiara  
I can describe Camp Coonawarra in one word, óawesomeô.  We did loads of fun activities including the giant swing, 
canoeing, flying fox and archery.  The food was great and the staff were friendly.  On the first day we did hut making with 
our activity groups.  The aim was to make it as waterproof as possible.  My group won but he then drenched us on purpose. 
 
Camp Coonawarra by Caitlin Baker 
On the 18

th
 August grade 5/6 went to camp Coonawarra farm resort.  On the first day we all met on the basketball court and 

waited for the bus.  When the bus arrived we got on.  It took 3 and half hours for us to get there.  When we arrived we got 
all the bags and put them outside the cabins and went to the grass area to eat lunch.  After lunch a man came to talk about 
the camp site.  After that we got our bags and went to see our cabins.  The first activity of the day was hut building, it was 
so hard.  We all had a lot of fun. 
 
Camp Coonawarra by Rajul Singh 
ñBenjamin stop itò I said as Benjamin was trying to draw me in the shallow part of the lake.  It was my groups turn to build a 
raft for a competition and what we had to do was to make it strong enough that it floats in the lake.  Our raft broke as we put 
it in the water.  We went to collect the pipes and Benjamin and I were jumping and pushing each other in the water.  We 
collected the pipes and went for tea.  It was so much fun that I want to do that again. 
 
 



 
Year 5/6 Coonawarra Camp 

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 



Science Day 
On Thursday 13 August, the primary students had a blast on Science Day in honour of National Science Week. 
 Each class conducted their own activities. 
 P1  Created a volcano, tested different paper airplanes and studied the constellations. 
 P2  Tried to determine if ñspace gooò was a solid or a liquid and tested different paper airplanes. 
 P3/P4  Created bottle rocks to send our corks into orbit. 
 P5  Investigated all the different jobs a scientist does and where a scientist might do those jobs. 
 P6 Design and build robots 
 P8/P7 Created paper airplanes and had a competition to see which airplane flew furthest and did stunt tricks.  
 

   

  

  
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weõre Jumping To Save Lives!!!  
 

 

    EVENT DATE =FRIDAY 11 TH  SEPTEMBER  

 
On Friday 11

th
 September, the P-2 students will be participating in our Jump Rope for Heart event to benefit 

the National Heart Foundation.  All students will be having fun jumping rope & other activities between 9am-

10.30am.  We will also be discussing the importance of staying active and making lifestyle choices to promote 

good heart health. 
 

Family and friends are welcome to support your childôs efforts by making donations to the foundation.  Your 

student has been given a sponsorship form and any cheques for donations should be made payable to the National 

Heart Foundation.   

Please return the envelope to school by Friday 18
th

 September (last day of Term 3). 

 

 

As an extra incentive students can earn the thank you gifts shown on the envelope.  Our school has also received 

free physical education equipment to help keep the students active and will receive a percentage of the money 

raised to put towards essential classroom and PMP equipment. 

 
To make an event like this successful and fun we really need parental help on the day.  If you are able to help run 

some group skipping and jumping activities for about 1 ½ hours can you please return the slip below by Monday 

7
th

 September to your classroom teacher. 

 

Please support our event and this worthwhile community service project.  If you have questions, please call the 

school.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Sharon Kouryialas 
Jump Rope for Heart Coordinator 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

I am available to assist with the Jump Rope for Heart jump off on Friday 11
th
 September between 9am-

10.30am.  I will be able to meet Mrs K on the basketball courts at 8.50am to find out what activity I will be 

helping to run. 

 

Helper name:  ________________________________  Class:___________________ 
 



 
 

 
 

 


